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Key objectives of the LUKE project
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• To organise a joint call for proposals to fund transnational R&I 
projects with Ukrainian participation.

• To enhance the country’s research and innovation capacities.

Knowledge hub

https://horizon-europe.org.ua/en/luke/knowledge-hub/


Agenda
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• Tour de Table
• Consortium building basics
• Science diplomacy in practice
• Partner search
• Potential Austrian partners
• Developing Q&A list
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Science Diplomacy
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LUKE Joint Call pre-announcement
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LUKE Joint Call

https://horizon-europe.org.ua/en/luke/joint-call/


Consortium building basics
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Eligible applicants: legal entities, including institutions, 
organisations and enterprises.

The partner eligibility criteria vary depending on the 
national rules of the funding organisations.

Austria
The Czech Republic

Estonia
Finland, Georgia*

Germany
Latvia

Republic of Moldova
Poland

Romania
Türkiye

Ukraine

* Confirmation is still pending

Minimum LUKE Join Call Consortium requirement:

Country 
A

Country 
B UkraineEligible applicants vary by 

funding organisation:



Call topics
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1. Energy: Sustainable and renewable energy and energy security
2. Cybersecurity: Cyber resilience of critical infrastructures and 

adaptive cybersecurity systems
3. Medical and health research: Telemedicine, biomedical research
4. Social sciences and humanities: Social reconciliation, sustainable 

social development and human capital restoration

Research and innovation 
topics: description

Interested in how the Call topics were 
defined?

LUKE Special Newsletter
December 2025

Interdisciplinarity is
encouraged!

https://horizon-europe.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/luke-joint-call-topic-descriptions.pdf
https://horizon-europe.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/luke-joint-call-topic-descriptions.pdf
https://horizon-europe.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/luke-special-newsletter-no-4-dec-2025.pdf
https://horizon-europe.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/luke-special-newsletter-no-4-dec-2025.pdf


Science diplomacy (SD): Introduction
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European Commission: Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, A European framework for science diplomacy – Recommendations of the EU Science Diplomacy Working 
Groups, Gjedssø Bertelsen, R.(editor), Bochereau, L.(editor), Chelioti, E.(editor), Dávid, Á.(editor), Gailiūtė-Janušonė, D.(editor), Hartl, M.(editor), Liberatore, A.(editor), Mauduit, J.-
C.(editor), Müller, J. M.(editor) and Van Langenhove, L.(editor), Publications Office of the European Union, 2025, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/9235330

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/9235330


Science diplomacy actor types
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Three main types of actors engage in science diplomacy activities, with examples such as:
Political and diplomatic actors
Science diplomats
Science and Technology attachés
Special envoys
Civil servants and political leaders working on knowledge intensive international issues

Science-based actors
Researchers and research performing organisations
Government-appointed scientists supporting knowledge intensive negotiations
Self-appointed science diplomats, often linked to science diplomacy networks and initiatives

Science administration and management actors
Research funding agencies
Research managers, programme owners, joint programming teams
Grant, infrastructure and international relations offices

The ‘Matters’ of Science Diplomacy: Explicitness/Implicitness (2020). 
https://www.s4d4c.eu/the-matters-of-science-diplomacy-explicitness-implicitness/
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EU Science Diplomacy Alliance
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THE EU 
SCIENCE DIPLOMACY ALLIANCE 

Founded in 2021

2016 - 2022

The networking hub for the institutions oriented towards science 
diplomacy research, policy expertise, sustainable development, 
education and more

https://www.science-diplomacy.eu/


How diplomats can facilitate partner search?
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• Make targeted introductions to relevant universities, research organisations, companies 

and clusters

• Validate partners and context by sharing local insight on strengths and priorities

• Open doors to decision-makers and help you reach the right contact faster

• Support trust building through convening, visibility and neutral facilitation

• Signpost opportunities such as calls, events, delegations and matchmaking formats

• Advise on positioning and communication so your collaboration offer is clear, credible and 

respectful

Invite diplomats to visit your facilities or organise virtual tours. 
Increase your institution‘s visibility.

Stay connected!



How to find 
partnerships via 
Diplomatic circle

Inga Ulmane

Counsellor of Economic and Commercial Affairs / Embassy 
of Latvia in Austria

Head of the Representative Office in Austria / Investment 
and Development Agency of Latvia



Three ways approach
• Proactive
• Reactive
• «Putting on the Map»

Define internally (1–2 pages max)

Project domain (e.g. energy, ICT, health, social sciences, defense, reconstruction)

Technology Readiness Level (TRL) – research, pilot, deployment?

Your role: coordinator, WP leader, data provider, pilot site

What you offer:

•Access to Ukrainian data, pilots, living labs
•Field validation in war/post-war context
•Strong technical or scientific expertise

What you need:

•EU coordinator experience
•Industry partner
•Policy / impact partner
•Specific country (Germany, Nordics, Baltics, etc.)

 Tip: European partners respond much better if you already know exactly where they 
fit.
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Examples
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Communication matters
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A researcher asked Commissioner Ekaterina Zaharieva a 
question at the ERA Symposium in Vienna in 2025:

„How can we ensure that the important
ERA priorities and values, as well as the
methodological approaches such as
engagement and participation are not 
lost in the Competitiviness framing?“

How can we adapt the same message
for different target groups (e.g., policymakers and 
businesses) without losing meaning? 
Why should we? ☺

Effective communication:

• Supports trust building
• Aligns expectations
• Moves relationships from first 

contact to a working partnership

Focus on purpose.
Less terminology, more clarity! 

https://www.zsi.at/news/zsi-at-the-
austrian-era-symposium-2025/
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Platforms for partner search and inspiration
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https://www.b2match.com/e/radiance-msca

https://cordis.europa.eu/search

https://een.ec.europa.eu/partnering-opportunities

EU Funding & Tenders Portal

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/partnering

https://www.b2match.com/e/radiance-msca
https://www.b2match.com/e/radiance-msca
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https://een.ec.europa.eu/partnering-opportunities
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search?isExactMatch=true&frameworkProgramme=43108390&type=ORGANISATION,PERSON&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=lastModified
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/partnering


Platforms for partner search and inspiration
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https://errin.eu/policy-projects/partner-searches https://www.clustercollaboration.eu/cluster-list

https://www.ideal-ist.eu/partnerships https://horizon-europe.org.ua/en/heo-in-ua/ncp/list/
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Occasion of the Season‘s Greeting☺
Inform your network about the LUKE Joint Call pre-announcement. 

Involve students in the project planning and partner search.
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Platform Focus area Link

ResearchGate Research sharing, networking researchgate.net

LinkedIn Professional networking linkedin.com

Academia.edu Research papers, networking academia.edu

Mendeley Research management, networking mendeley.com

ORCID
Researcher identification, 
networking

orcid.org

Loop Researcher profiles, networking loop.frontiersin.org

Zenodo
Open research sharing, 
collaboration

zenodo.org

Communication and networking portals

https://www.researchgate.net/
https://www.linkedin.com/
https://www.academia.edu/
https://www.mendeley.com/
https://orcid.org/
https://loop.frontiersin.org/
https://zenodo.org/


Developing R&I one-pager – one of the tools!
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Published LUKE Research offers and requests

Examples of the technology offers, Technical University of Vienna, Austria More examples

https://horizon-europe.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/luke-newsletter-no-2-annex-research-offers-and-requests-sept-2025.pdf
https://horizon-europe.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/luke-newsletter-no-2-annex-research-offers-and-requests-sept-2025.pdf
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https://horizon-europe.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/luke-newsletter-no-2-annex-research-offers-and-requests-sept-2025.pdf
https://horizon-europe.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/luke-newsletter-no-2-annex-research-offers-and-requests-sept-2025.pdf
https://www.tuwien.at/en/tu-wien/organisation/central-divisions/rti-support/research-and-transfer-support/technology-offers
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Developing R&I project concept one-pager
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LUKE Joint Call partner search
Organisation title and logo
Short introduction, including your intended role in the project
Potential countries for collaboration and eligible entity type 
(for example: Austria (all eligible applicants), Latvia (SMEs))
Selected LUKE Joint Call topic
Short concept of the project idea

• Overall objective
• Basic or applied research
• Photo of the prototype or figure

Core expertise and previous relevant experience
Contact person 
Name, Email, website, LinkedIn…
More about LUKE Joint Call: https://horizon-europe.org.ua/en/luke/joint-call/ 

• Send it to your existing network by email
• Publish it on your organisation’s website
• Share it with your organisation’s partners and 

embassies via IR and Erasmus+ offices
• Share it through diaspora networks and 

alumni communities
• Post it on LinkedIn
• Share it via relevant communication platforms

Check your ORCID, Scopus, Web of Science and Google Scholar etc profiles. 
Merge duplicates where relevant and add missing information, this can increase your h-index and 

improve visibility and recognition.

https://horizon-europe.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/luke-joint-call-topic-descriptions.pdf
https://horizon-europe.org.ua/en/luke/joint-call/
https://horizon-europe.org.ua/en/luke/joint-call/
https://horizon-europe.org.ua/en/luke/joint-call/
https://horizon-europe.org.ua/en/luke/joint-call/
https://horizon-europe.org.ua/en/luke/joint-call/


Austrian Research Promotion Agency
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• 100% state-owned, 480 employees
• Applied research: funding, networking/brokerage and supporting
• Target groups: universities, RTOs, companies of all sizes, R&D 

intermediairies, clusters, networks
• All R&D topics covered: funding schemes top-down + bottom-up
• National and international consortia, also stand-alone projects
• Funding scope: from TRL 2 till 8, 8'000 ongoing projects
• Max. 20 % of project funding volume for non-Austrian partners

Send me your one-pager concept to find potential 
partners for the LUKE Joint Call in Austria: 

emmanuel.glenck@ffg.at

mailto:emmanuel.glenck@ffg.at


FFG & FWF databases of projects
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FWF Research Radar

2 Funding Parties from Austria:

• Austrian Research Promotion 
Agency, FFG (applied research)

• Austrian Science Fund, FWF
• (basic research)

FFG: Database with organisations and project
summaries:

https://projekte.ffg.at

https://www.fwf.ac.at/en/discover/research-radar?&ifs_app_states_0=id:0;title:*;type:default;sSearchTerm:*;iSearchIndex:1%23%23c2VhcmNocHJvZmlsZS1zdGFuZGFyZA%3D%3D;acExtendSynonyms:false;acExtendTranslations:false;connectorId:all;rlViewMode:full;sQueryId:1%23%23c2VhcmNocHJvZmlsZS1zdGFuZGFyZA%3D%3D
https://projekte.ffg.at/


Q&A list for the LUKE Joint Call
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Q&A list will be published in January 2026



Project partners:
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Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and 

do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or European Research Executive Agency (REA). 

Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.



Horizon Europe project LUKE 
“Linking Ukraine to the European 
Research Area – Joint Funding and 
Capacity Building Platform for 
Enhanced Research and Innovation 
Cooperation”

E-mail: gavarane@zsi.at

© Visual elements are used via Canva.com and Shutterstock.com 
© LUKE Consortium, 2025
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